@niqz'n ?f the mzoafte&ve Gross

Thie Matese Cross is a symbol of protection—a badge of honor. Jis story
is hundreds of years ofd. “When a couragecus band of crusaders, known as
the Ronights of St._Jokn, fought the Saracens for possession of the Holy
Land; they encountered a new weapon unknown to furczpean& warriors. Jt
was a stmple, but korrible device of war; it wrought excruciating pain and’
agonizing death upon the brave fighters of the Gross. The Saracen s
weapon was fire!

s the Grusaders advanced on the walls of the city they were attacked by
gJass bombs containing naphtha. When they became saturated with the
lighly flammable fiquid, the daracens hurled a flaming tree into their
midst. Hundreds of Konights were burned ative. Others risked their fives
to save their brothers in arms from dying such painful deaths. Thus, these
men became the first firefighters. Their hercic efforts were recognized by
Feltoiw Grusadiss who awardod ach Rovo with o balgaf fonor—aleross
stmilar to the one firefighters wear today.

Since the Konights of St._Johin fived for nearly four conturies on a fittle
islandin the Mediterrancan Sea, named Malta, the Gross became known
as the Maltese Cross. Thie Maltese Grossis a symbol of protection. It
means that the firefighter that wears this Cross is willing to Jay down their
Jife, just as the Grusaders sacrificed their fives for their felfow firefighters
so many years ago. Jhis Grossis badge of konor signifying that
firefighters workin courage—a fadder-rung away from doath:



